)) Awesome Porsche GT2 lesml v We Drm the New Mini!
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HES has biailt its reputation on g ey
mn o strmight line. 1 has the fasiest dn i
Japan (zee RE&T, Jums 2000) ;
ares some of the besi-se
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Scary-fast blasts in o race-ready Lexus,
a Nissan named after o legendary
spy plane and a VW we call Golfzilla

PHOTOS BY JIFF ALLEN & DRIAN DLADES
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Like a benevalemt Dr. Frankenstein (o shifi
nparsons for & moment), HIAS

Mareel Horn has carefully assembba

parts from olber VW Andi and Porsche cars
heeathe vigonozs new life inlo this once-

io grab shifts guickly emno
CORIVE ECar SEEMms 1 ['-rl.'l'-ll_"c the same

i 000 rpm, 1
nira 5-02s u.r_.hl. for me-
|||-- a5 if

. You can't seem
gh, end each suc-

ed by 2 amecking b

heady thrust. Thards may 1:].'.|.'|I'It1'."'-||.:.h.l'|'.'h] lor
a p:;f.np.-l'nn:nlll:. To=120-mph Blasi, it
on the el vision of rnpl-ll Insilil-

speed and makes the “passee” appear 1o

he standing still. But don't step out 1o check.
Turbos ane the key—in a sysem devel-
oped by the German firm HGP Tarbo, a

dard 10.0:1 compr

hean lowersd o 70 | 3 laser-cut S-mm
plate between the bead and block. Charge
temperatures ape kept in check by dual aar-
io-air imtercoolers from the 223-bhp Andl
IT—the TT's b control valves are also
used—and extra fiel is troadiced through
a second tnline Bosch pump and higher-
thow injeciors.

All this power remains under the u-n:hlul
cye of a siock YVREG engme-mansgement
puter, though its flash-memocy chip hllrhﬂ
beavily reprogrammed. According o l:il'h:lr
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tarbor gre peen wp high. near the firewall,

the sclf-preservation tendencics of the syscm
are extrmordinary, “Ii's almost 'I'u,,||||;|:||-|'|_'|_|r',"i'|.|_-
sy, ST she eself dossm, 1£°H pall the tim-
mg back, it durmp in extra fisel,” He should
know; he's actually had the car airfreighied 10
Ciermany for Aiobalkm Sesting. and clums 1o
heve run contenuousty for 3% hours 8t over
1T |n'|1|'-. in veniy that the harbos and sock
VW inlernals were up bo the Lk

Alihowagh Hom could duplicate this ol
ficsr absoug S0,000, the 525000 cngine pack-
age is targeted ot the Awdi TT, “They come
with the factory AMobon, so you don't have
the expense of grafung m the all-wheel
darmae; they also come with a factory f=speod
80 vou jusi have to change the final drive
[Horn uses the exira-tall ring and pinion
from the Euwropean diesel version] and drop
0 the V-b, If you get a TT for 335,000,
yvou'll be into it for less than S60,000 and
you || outperfonm just about anyihing on the

foad.” That’s a believable statement, as the
I'l package will use the 24-valve VRS
varant now undergoing development. Al
what Horn eonsiders a safe 203 i, this
engine makes a staggening 587 bhp ot the
chassis dyno’s mollers for rﬁ-rﬁﬂ'mnm- el
shoubd equel, i mot surpass, 2 91 1| Tarbo's

Crollfrilla started life as o fromt-driver, s0
a European awd Golf rear floorpan {a pre-
assembled unit Horm bays direetly from
YW i Wolfsburg) had to be grafted ino
place 1o accept the TT's independent near
suspensron—"a }i=hour pob.” says Hom.
Bt this is nothing compared o the 120
haiiiars :|'-|.1:|l.|||:-:\-.| fior the st car, whene each
scparate stamping had 1o be spot-welded
together, The all-wheel dinive uses the cloc-
iromeally comtralled Haldex coupling and &
normal 60040 front'rear torgue split. So
even duning oar min-dampened acccleration
rurs, the front tonque bias pulls Golfzilla
sy from the [ane, straighi and troe

A track star needs proper ransning whioses,
anmd the Hridgestones, sire 2X5355R-18
mounted on Porsche 911 Tarbo bollow-

spoke alloys, handle the application of

power effectively. Enormons Brembo
monpoblock 4-pision calipers and cross-
drilled rotors, also from the 911 Turbo,
mosind up castly to the Ciall™s front suspen-
siei—a caliper beackel for jusi such a pus-
pose exists, from the Porsche-developed
Audi BS54—and provade ;'qp:l].:r:;;-p-;rppml.-_

Shopping For A New Car Or Truck?

Go CPO!

deceleration with a very firm pedal. K'W
Vanant 2 suspension allows a nde-heighi
adjustment of 1'% in. and vamable rebound
adjustment of the shocks, o setup that’s ap-
propreadely firm ved supple enough for e
s a daily driver

In fact, Geolfeilla’s overall level of mefine-
ment is far from beasily. With is tall final-
drive geanng. the VRS spins al jusy 2400
rpm &l an Blmph cruise in Gth. There's &
muaflhed whoosh and only slight lag from the
turhos, a8 bypastes (instcad of potentially
hissy pop-oll vabves) deal with exeess boost
and keep cabin noise levels close 1o stock
There are no gansh wings or hugely flaned
benders 1o fip your handl. 1 jost the thing 1o
incik up on the unsuspecling Corveiie,
whioss driver will soon know 1o equte HPA
with senous BHP Dol Ko
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Il vou're looking o buy o
new car or reck, youll definively

vehicle must be four model years old or newer and have fewer
than 000 miles on bz odomeier

Esch Ford CPO canddidaie is

want (o hear about the hotiest new
The new amd smart acronym in the .:I'.I1'\.I-"||'I|.'|FIFII.I'|H|
world: CPO. As in, Cenilfied Pre-
Craned wehiches. What are CROD
vehdcles, vou ask? Think of them
as a best=ol-bogh-workls machines
Hecanse theyre pre-owned, ¥l
enjoy considerabde cash savings compared with the cost al a
bramd-new momaohile, Bu Cemilied Pre-Osavnieed Viehibeles arent
yorr average used cars. CPOs are top-notch, low-mileage vehicles
wskially [resh oll leases fust two or three years in bengih, What's
more, belore heading 1o the CPO ot these already pristine vehickes
are fully recondsiioned and then backed by a manufsciurers
warranty. The result is o dream ride for the savey car shopper: a
vehiche that sells [or a wsed-car price but looks and doves like s
mearly brand-new — warranty and all
The Ford Cuality Checked Certified Pre-Owned program
["T\.'l'l'll!l"\. A great |:"1,.|!"|!|'-.!r o vy 1his r.|;||d]:. growing segmenk of
the auto market sworks. Firs, 1o qualify [or Ford CPO stane, the

pul through & rigorous 115-point inspection process, and any
componenis fiound 1o be below Fords high standands are replaced
nsing genuine Motoreralt pans. The vehicle i alio treated 10 2
thorough cosmetic makeover. Only then does the vehicle qualify for
the Ford Cuality Checked Cemified Pre-Owmed window sucker

Ford backs up its work with solid factory suppomn: all Ford
Cueality. Cheeled CPO wehiches come with such exins o o
G-yean TS 000-mile Emived warranty, 24-hour roadside assdstance
and tranvel-reimbuarsemmsent benieliis I your trip is ever cul short by a
warranty-rekated repair. Every Ford CPO vehicke even comes with
new wiper blades, Iresh oil and Rlter, and a full wmnk of gas. Voull
fimd it hard 10 belicve you're not driving a beamad-new cart

Besa of all, the Ford Quality Checked CPO program is the
oiily pre-owmed program backed by the Ford Motor Company
Which is o say; 55 the perfect high-valueow-cost aliemative for
today’s savvy auto shoppers

To leworm muowe, visis @ participaring Fond Guality Checked dealer
ar ||:-_.: e wown ol par.com
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